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 Ahh summertime. The grass is green, the weather is warm, and 

there are almost no mosquitos at Indian Hills. The first application this 

year that was meant to eradicate them was pretty successful. It is true 

that they returned in force and made things 

uncomfortable for a time, but now with our 

most recent application things are good again. 

We do still offer spray in the pro shop (free of 

charge), so there is no reason to let them in-

terfere with your golfing plans. 

 Our new weekend golf special “Pay 

Your Tee Time” is now in effect. On Saturdays 

and Sundays until the end of August, between 

7:00 A.M. and 11:00 A.M., your tee time is your green fee for nine holes 

walking. For example, if your tee time is 7:36, then each golfer would pay 

$7.36. Electric carts are also $1.00 off (only $5.00 per player). Of course 

senior golfers will never be asked to pay more than the senior rate of 

$9.50. Some restrictions do apply: the special is for groups of 2-4 players 

(not valid for individual golfers). Also, reservations are required and it is 

important to be on time. As always, if you play a second round, the cost 

is just $5.00 to walk or $9.00 to ride. In the middle of summer the day-

light lasts for more than 15 hours; find time for some golf!  

 We are expecting a new shipment of Dr. Lanny Johnson’s         

Synapse™ putter grips. The midsize putter grip will be available in five 

new colors, and there will also be a couple of bigger and softer putter 

grips with groove technology. More and more PGA tour players have 

been using Synapse™ grips despite the fact that Dr. Johnson will never 

pay a player to use his grips, unlike most of the major equipment manu-

facturers who do pay the pro golfers to use their clubs and balls. Profes-

sional golfers use grooved grip technology only because it works. See 

Lanny’s websitewww.drlanny.com/golf/why-does-the-grooved-golf-grip-work 

to see why it works. If it works for the best players, it might be worth-

while to try it yourself. Putter grips can usually be installed while you 

wait; it just takes a few minutes. If it can save you even a fraction of a 

stroke it will be worth it. 



 2 

 I would like to share some thoughts about how to play golf. This 

does not have anything to do with the technical aspects of the golf swing, 

but rather the thought processes and decisions that take place while we 

play. Golf is a very psychological game. The actions that we make are a 

direct reflection of the thoughts that precede them. 

 One of the most common pitfalls is not staying within yourself. If 

you don’t really believe you can hit the shot, you probably won’t pull it 

off. Lots of golfers automatically pick the club that they think they need 

to get close to the hole, even though they know they won’t hit it well. All 

too often, we aren’t satisfied to play what would be a good shot, we elect 

to attempt a great shot. When it goes horribly wrong and leads to a big 

number, we wish we would have played to the most accessible part of the 

green and 2-putted. The decision making process becomes vastly more 

complicated when severe risk is in play. When there are hazards or other 

difficult spots in play, a golfer must weigh the risk against the reward. If 

a truly great shot can save one stroke but a poor shot may cost two or 

more strokes, you should probably select a more conservative option 

(usually a shorter, more lofted club). A typical example is trying to hit to 

a front hole location that is protected by a sand trap. Often the best play 

is to hit the ball past the hole and avoid the sand, especially if you don’t 

have a good lie.                            

  Speaking of good lies, a good lie is an absolute must when select-

ing the 3-wood. If the ball is in the rough, and the top of the ball is below 

the top of the grass, do not try to hit the 3-wood! If the grass is only mod-

erately thick but wet, do not try to hit the 3-wood!  If there isn’t enough 

grass underneath the ball it is risky too. If the initial launch angle is too 

low, the ball will fly low and not travel as far as higher lofted shot. 

  Another 3-wood faux pas is trying to hit the ball onto the green 

when you know that your best shot won’t quite make it that far. Coming 

up just short often leaves you facing  a more difficult shot, especially if 

there are sand traps, grass bunkers or mounds guarding the green. If it is 

going to take two shots to get on the green, make sure to minimize the 

risk of disaster. The bottom line is that 3-woods are risky and should be 

used judiciously.        

 Conditions change every day on a golf course. Many golfers, it 

seems, are not aware of the differences in weather and ground condi-

tions. Sometimes the conditions require substantial adjustments. Most 

golfers assign certain distances to their clubs, but if the wind is in your 

face it might restrict your distance and cost you 10-20 yards. Clearly, it 
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makes sense to hit a longer club. If it has rained recently and 

the ground is soft, the ball won’t bounce far after it lands; this 

may require a longer club also. Many golfers fall into these 

traps over and over, without ever really knowing why their 

shots are not successful. It is always worthwhile to know which 

way the wind is blowing as well as the relative softness or firm-

ness of the ground.       

  One factor that can severely restrict awareness of wind 

and turf is the riding cart. When you ride, the wind you feel is 

simply the air in front of you being displaced because you are 

moving fast. You don’t feel the actual wind and you may not be 

aware how hard or which direction it’s blowing. When you 

walk, you cannot help being aware of the softness or firmness 

of the ground. Even if you are not actively thinking about it, the 

information is being processed in your brain. Conversely, if you 

drive to your ball in a cart, jump out and hit it, you may not get 

a chance to feel the ground and know whether your ball will 

land softly or leap forward and roll too far. If you do ride, try to 

take a few moments to evaluate the wind and the ground; it will 

save you some strokes.       

  Back to the subject of staying within yourself. 

Sometimes it is crucial to admit that we have flaws. If your 

shots slice to the right and the wind is blowing to the right and 

there is water to the right, you are going to hit it in the water. If 

you hit it low and are trying to hit a career shot over water, you 

are going to hit it in the water. You know it, your playing part-

ners know it, and it will seem obvious in retrospect. Some chal-

lenges are too big to be taken head on. If a less than perfect 

shot will result in a penalty, there is almost always a simpler 

and less dangerous option. Sometimes a bogey sounds like a 

terrible thing before you reach the green, but all too often  we 

walk off the green with something even worse because we elect-

ed to hit an extremely low percentage shot. If it was possible to 

make a birdie from any situation, somebody would have done it 

by now. This doesn’t mean that you should never attempt hero-

ic shots. Actually, you should— it’s really fun! But not all the 

time. Sometimes playing for bogey instead of par or six instead 

of five is a much smarter play, but sometimes we only recog-

nize it after the fact. If you typically shoot bogey golf or higher, 

eliminating penalty strokes is the quickest way to improve. 

 

When you walk, you cannot 

help being aware of the soft-

ness or firmness of the ground. 

When you ride you don’t feel 

the actual wind. 
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 J.C.’s COURSE NOTES 

 We have added forward tees on holes 2, 5, 6, and 9. They’re still a bit rough, but we will 

continue to aerate, topdress, and roll them until we are satisfied. The purpose is to give everyone 

choices so they can play the course at a length that matches their ability and maximizes their en-

joyment. Of course no one is required to use these tees. Our hope is that golfers who don’t reach 

the fairway from the current tees or are new to the game might consider them. Perhaps leagues 

could use them for golfers with higher handicaps on an experimental basis These tees could be 

an option for groups that find it difficult to play in two hours or less. 

  

 Gary Arens is wrapping up his second tree carving. Like his first sculpture, this one is a 

wonderful display of wildlife and art. The tree trunk between #7 green and #8 tee features a pile-

ated woodpecker (North America’s largest), sandhill cranes, his trademark bear, and more. The 

emerald ash borer has cost us several trees on the course, but Gary has turned a negative into a 

positive. 

 

 What a difference a year makes. We had more rain in June this year than in the entire golf 

season last year. July has been wet so far as well. This has caused havoc with our mowing sched-

ule and perhaps more importantly, with our mosquito treatments. Please bear with us, it looks 

like some dry weather is on the way. That will let us get some roll back in the fairways and send 

those skeeters to bug heaven. 

 

 We do plan on having the sandtrap to the left of #9 green rebuilt and opened by the end of 

July. If you enjoy long boring stories full of lame excuses, ask me sometime why the heck it’s tak-

en so long.  

   50% OFF!!                                    
$5.00 OFF REGROOVING IRONS 

              (ONLY $5.00 PER CLUB)                

 VALID THROUGH AUGUST 31, 2013 
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Indian Hills is a 9 hole golf course that is one of  Lansing area's hidden treasures. Won-

derfully maintained, the golf course features lush fairways and consistently rolling 

greens. Mature trees frame the fairways and strategically placed bunkers and water haz-

ards challenge your game. Indian Hills caters to golfers of all levels. The course is short 

enough for beginners to feel comfortable... while still providing a challenge for the ex-

pert player. The golf course is highlighted by abundant wildlife and numerous eye catch-

ing gardens. 

 

At Indian Hills Custom Golf, we've been building custom golf clubs since 1979. Our pro-

fessionally certified club makers Sam Anderson and J.C. Petersen can customize clubs 

for golfers of all abilities, from beginners to top players. Our full service pro shop offers 

a full range of club repairs, including re-gripping, extending or shortening clubs, re-

shafting, loft and lie adjustments and much more. Most repairs can be done promptly 

and expertly within 48 hours. Custom club fitting by appointment Monday-Saturday. 

Check us out on the web: 

www.ihcustomgolf.com 

 

 

 

www.facebook.comIndianHillsGolfCourse 

@IndianHillsMI 

 

 

Indian Hills 

4887 Nakoma 

Okemos, MI 48864 

517-349-1010 

indianhillscus-

tomgolf@yahoo.com 

 

“Get Your Thrills at Indian Hills” 
 

 


